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Mending and Sending: Athletic Training Program Transition
CEDARVILLE, OHIO -- When Dr. Evan Hellwig came aboard as Cedarville University’s first athletic
trainer in 1986, student-athletes who needed care were treated in a small classroom by the campus
nurse and a couple of students.
The Cedarville Yellow Jackets competed in the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
(NAIA). The university wouldn’t offer an athletic training degree for nearly a decade, graduating the first
class from the Bachelor of Arts in athletic training program in 1996.
Today, Hellwig is the dean of the school of allied health and professor of athletic training. Yellow Jacket
student-athletes compete in Division II of the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) and are
treated in Cedarville’s Callan Athletic Center. And come this May, the undergraduate athletic training
program will graduate its twenty-seventh and final class ahead of an accreditor-mandated switch to
a Master of Athletic Training (M.A.T.) program in the summer. Ten graduating seniors will join the
existing 163 program alumni.
To recognize this year’s graduating seniors and celebrate the program and those involved, Cedarville’s
athletic training program will hold a reunion for all alumni, faculty, staff and other partners on Saturday,
May 7, at 1:30 p.m. Additionally, Hellwig hopes to show guests the new expansion to the athletic center,
which will include classrooms for the M.A.T. program.
Cedarville’s athletic training program has benefitted over the years from the hard work and dedication
of many of its faculty and staff. Bob Duchardt followed Hellwig as Cedarville’s head athletic trainer
for 20 years, while also serving as a faculty member. Christina Merckx served as the university’s third
athletic trainer and first female athletic trainer from 1998-2001. Bill Vine, Christopher Cross, Cedarvllle’s
new athletic director, and Wes Stephens have all served in turn as the university’s head athletic trainer,
while Mike Weller currently serves as director of the athletic training program.
Cedarville’s athletic training program has also been blessed with graduates who have come back to
serve as faculty over the years, including Jon Plush, Siobhan Fagan and Lisa Martin.
Hellwig looks forward to asking alumni about the impact they’ve had as athletic trainers. He noted that
student-athletes are generally served by the same athletic trainer throughout their time in either high
school or college.
“When I was the first athletic trainer in this little Christian school in the cornfields of Ohio in what was a
new building at the time, I never imagined that we would be where we are now,” Hellwig said. “God has
just really, really blown me away by providing abundantly beyond what I ever envisioned.”

Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist institution
with an enrollment of 4,715 undergraduate, graduate and online students in more than 150 areas of
study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is one of the largest private universities in Ohio, recognized nationally
for its authentic Christian community, rigorous academic programs, including Master of Athletic
Training and Bachelor of Science in Sports Medicine + Master of Athletic Training programs, strong
graduation and retention rates, accredited professional and health science offerings and high student
engagement ranking. For more information about the University, visit cedarville.edu.
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Caption (A): Cedarville University’s athletic training program will transition to a master’s-level program
this summer. Photo by Scott Huck, Cedarville University.

